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New discovery of Hondoniscus kitakamiensis Vandel (Crustacea : Malacostraca : Isopoda :

Trichoniscidae) from a scree-covered slope in Iwate-ken, northern Japan
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Abstract

Hondoniscus kitakamiensis Vandel was newly discovered on a scree-covered slope at Tsunagi, Morioka City, Iwate

Prefecture, northern Japan. The known distribution of this species was previously restricted to the Akka limestone

area of [waizumi town, Iwate Prefecture. However, the newly discovered habitat was approximately 70 km from the

type locality and consisted of a dacitic tuff formation, suggesting that this species has a relatively wide distribution

and can presumably survive wherever there is an appropriate humidity and space that allows movement, with

geological factors appearing to be less important. The collected specimens showed some slight morphological

differences from the descriptions of Vandel (1968) and Komatsu & Nunomura (2019), such as the presence of dense

setae on the stylus of the first pleopod in males and numerous setae on the antennule. However, these probably

represent variations between individuals or populations.
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