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Abstract

Steel hooks are used extensively for catching abalone, and they are one part of the “Fishing Equipment of

Rikuzentakata” (a designated tangible folk cultural property). In this report, the historical background which had led to

their wide spread use, and the establishment of the current manufacturing technology was examined. As a result, it

was confirmed that fishing by spearing abalone has been performed in the northern Tohoku Region since the early

fifteenth century. It was also confirmed by the examination of historical documents that spearing abalone had been

conducted in the Kesen area (the area extending from Rikuzentakata, through Ofunato, to Kamaishi) predominantly in

the early modern period. It is likely that the manufacturing technology for steel hooks was established in the Kesen

area during the mid- to late-Meiji period, and that establishment had a great influence on the fishing methods,

production and use of fishing tools for abalone in Kesen area. This was based on the results of investigations relating to

the current manufacturing technology of abalone hooks, their technical history and genealogy, and its penetration in

Japan.
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