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11) Stabilization and Restoration of Folk Performing Art

Accessories - Ornamental Hairpins -

Accessories used in Takata Kabuki

It is known from the description in the Seken Fusho Atoshiru
Kagami (20-11) written in 1829 of the Kadoyashiki Kyusuke
Oboecho (a collection of manuscript records concerning local
arts and crafts) that by the late Edo Period, theater utilizing
local performers was being performed in the Kesen region
(Watanabe 1994). Theater featuring local performers in this
region reached its height in popularity in the middle Meiji
Period; four troupes, the Araga Kabuki, Imaizumi Kabuki,
Takekoma Kabuki and Takata Kabuki, were active in what
is present-day Rikuzentakata city, and they even traveled to
neighboring regions such as Miyako, Kamaishi and Kuji to
give performances. While theater by local performers lost
popularity after the end of WWII due to the emergence of other
forms of entertainment, Takata Kabuki managed to survive
even after the war as the last local kabuki troupe by switching
to performing onna (women) kabuki, a type of kabuki theater
that is performed solely by females. With Tokiwa Sasaki who
had trained herself as an actress in a womens’ kabuki troupe
in Nagoya as the leader and instructor, the troupe Takata
Onna Kabuki was established. The troupe’s members were
mainly housewives from rich local families. Though the troupe
performed until 1989, its performances came to an end with the
sudden death of Sasaki’s succesor, Miya Inomata.

The collection of objects related to Takata Kabuki owned
by the RTCM originally belonged to the late Miya Inomata
and had been stored at her residence. The museum received
this collection in December 1999. The number of kanzashi
(ornamental hairpins) recorded in the list created at this time is
several times larger than the number of the currently remaining
kanzashi. This group of ornamental hairpins was purchased by
Miya Inomata together with other items such as folding fans of
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Asakusa, Tokyo and was used when performing major roles (See
Note). The salvaged ornamental hairpins include an item made
by applying gold paper to a disposable chopstick presumably
used by an actress playing a small role. In this manner, the
remaining objects enable us to take a glimpse into the past
about how the troupe members used to devise creative methods
in preparation for the performance.

Salvaged ornamental hairpins
Four items of princess kanzashi and 19 items of birabira

kanzashi (a hairpin used on the top frontal part which has fixed
ornaments and long dangling ornaments) were salvaged after
the tsunami. The princess kanzashi was used to adorn the upper
frontal part of the hair and is the most noticeable kanzashi. It is
a work of meticulously crafted ornamentation; gold and silver
colored ultra-thin metal sheets of only a few dozen um thick
are manipulated into flower-shaped patterns and double or
triple folded largers, coral colored balls and imitation diamond
pieces were placed at the center, and then butterfly-shaped
ornaments and coral colored balls were randomly placed in
the area surrounding the center. As for birabira kanzashi, the
salvaged items belonged to the following two types: a type
composed of flower and leaf ornaments made from ultra-thin
metal sheets similar to those used for the princess kanzashi
with dangling chains and long strips hanging under those metal
ornaments (12 items), and a type, also referred to as birakan,
composed of a flat folding fan-shaped ornament with dangling
ornamental strips hanging from the side of the object (7 items).
The decorative effect of the metal ornaments on the hairpins
was enhanced by the crafter’s selective and creative use of the
colors unique to each type of metal — gold, brass and silver.
Though the ornamental hairpins had been dried and cleaned
after being salvaged and subsequently preserved in the gas
barrier bags, rust on the items had progressed. Deformation
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X1 HIEHBEOTE ) BRI X2 $bLEESESE
Fig. 1 Damaged flower ornaments of a princess kanzashi Fig. 2 Rusted birabira kanzashi
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X3 ALEEREDFEE
Fig. 3 Pre-treatment reinforcement

M4 NREFBEHEBETCOIY-—=27
Fig. 4 Cleaning using a binocular stereo
microscope

X5 $#rEg{bTd-HFL— bEICRE X6 BHIEF THhH EESR
Fig. 5 Soaking in a chelator solution to soften the rust Fig. 6 Rinsing off oil using an organic solvent
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of the entire shape, breakage, detachment and further damage
was observed in almost all areas of the items. Furthermore,
dirt and fine sand grains had attached to the surface and areas
of elaborate ornamentation, the metal parts appeared dull due
to degradation, and light blue colored corrosion products and
green colored corrosion products were observed sporadically
(Figures 1 and 10). The flat iron parts, the foundation of the
ornamentations, were badly damaged, and traces of pre-disaster
repair was also observed. In addition, since it was observed
that the silver dangling ornaments of the birabira kanzashi
presumably had been given emergency treatment prior to the
disaster by applying resin in the areas of severe corrosion
damage, it was assumed that this disaster was not the only
cause of structural deformation and rust (Fig. 2).

Stabilization and repair of ornamental hairpins

In order to create a treatment method, samples of
characteristic corroded materials were collected from 7 hairpins
and analyzed by X-ray fluorescence spectrometry to identify
the main substances used in the hairpins and to confirm whether
or not the rust that occurred was progressive. As a result, Zn,
Al and a trace of Ag were detected in the collected sample of
the silver colored, folding fan ornament birabira kanzashi, and
Cu and Zn were present in the collected samples of the brass
colored folding fan ornament birabira kanzashi and the brass
colored flower ornaments of the princess kanzashi. The main
substance of the first item was zinc and its surface was finished
with aluminum and silver. As for the other items, it was
assumed that the predominant substance was brass. In addition,
Cl was detected in 5 items; providing evidence that the items
contained a considerable amount of salt.

Based on these results, corrosion objects were removed
from the items to the maximum extent possible and priority
was given to performing physical treatment using brushes and
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surgical knives and utilizing a binocular stereo microscope (Fig.
4), while chemical treatments using a chelate reagent were only
used for softening rigidly-affixed corrosion (Fig. 5). Areas with
fixed substances which could not be completely removed by
brushes or surgical knives were, depending on the conditions
of the salvaged objects, soaked for a short period of time in a
chelate solution to soften attached corrosion. Immediately after
this treatment, the items were washed in purified water using
an ultrasonic cleaner to remove the agent and subsequently,
the remaining corrosion products were removed while
observing them through a microscope. This process was then
repeated. Since the birabira kanzashi and princess kanzashi had
complicated ornamentations containing multiple layers of metal
flower ornaments, this cleaning process had to be repeated at
least three times. Oil adhering to salvaged objects was removed
with an organic solvent (Fig. 6).

Extra caution was taken during the stabilization to conserve
the non-damaged metal surface areas from being damaged by
chemical agents. Some flat ornament birabira kanzashi items
in which corrosion was observed only on a small portion were
treated with high water absorption resin in which a chelate
agent was added so that the agent reacted only with the fully-
corroded whole item in a chelate solution. As for the use of a
chelate agent, preliminary experiments were conducted using a
brass plate and collected corrosion product samples. Based on
the results of those experiments, chemical agents and soaking
durations which did not affect the surface color of the salvaged
objects were selected. The items were thoroughly washed in
purified water after being treated by chemical agents, and the
washing continued until the pH and the CI concentration levels
were reduced to values close to those of tap water. Furthermore,
damaged areas were repaired by applying Japanese paper and
kite strings (Fig. 3) prior to performing treatment to reinforce
them in order to prevent any further damage from occurring
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during the cleaning and desalination processes.

Subsequent to performing stabilization, the surface of the
treated hairpins was cleaned again with cotton swabs using a
binocular stereo microscope. The extremely fragile ultra-thin
metal parts such as the dangling ornaments were lined with
Japanese paper while comparatively thick parts such as the iron
parts of the princess kanzashi were lined with glass fiber, and
then strengthened with epoxy resin (Fig. 7). Broken parts were
re-attached using epoxy resin (Fig. 8), and areas with missing
material were reproduced using a paste epoxy and giving them
a finish containing acrylics. The severely deformed princess
kanzashi and birabira kanzashi items were, as a final treatment,

H7 R8I & 28 - FBEHERT DA
Fig. 7 Reinforcement of broken and detached parts using resin
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molded into their original shapes using tweezers while
maintaining the overall symmetry of the object (Figures 9, 11
and 12).

Note: Based on the research, interview records, and related

materials written by Shigeki Kinoshita, former reporter for
Tokaishinpo Newspaper.

Akiko Takeda (Showa Women’s University)

X8 TEFDEE
Fig. 8 Attaching a petal

M9 2hDWEEZD
Fig. 9 Restoring the overall shape

H11 B1EH BERE
Fig. 11 Princess kanzashi after treatment

H10 118 HERE
Fig. 10 Princess kanzashi prior to treatment

12 1BE%ZEESESE
Fig. 12 Birabira kanzashi after treatment




