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Sika Deers’ Feeding Behavior on Cornus controversa Bark
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Abstract

Although it is well known that Japanese sika deer feed on the bark of live trees, few reports have described this feeding behavior

in chronological order, and little detailed information is available on the time of occurrence and elapsed time. | succeeded in

recording the sika deers’ bark-feeding behavior on Cornus controversa by a trail camera from beginning to end in a site on Mt.

Keitousan, Ohasama-machi, Iwate Prefecture. | found that one or two female deer visited and ate the bark of a tree intermittently

during the day as well as at night for about three days in early April, when most of the snow had disappeared.
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