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Abstract

The monuments marking tsunami disasters in the Pacific coastal area of Aomori Prefecture, Japan have not been
sufficiently studied so far. This paper provides a qualitative and quantitative analysis of the monuments based on the
results of field surveys conducted after the Great East Japan Earthquake. A total of 12 monuments marking the 1896
Sanriku Earthquake Tsunami or 1933 Sanriku Earthquake Tsunami were identified. Although this number is relatively
small because the damages in Aomori Prefecture were minor compared to those in Iwate and Miyagi Prefectures, the
monuments include the same three types of memorials seen in the other two prefectures: memorial for the dead,
memorial for the event, and a record of the tsunami inundation point. Furthermore, as indicated by newspaper articles,

five monuments erected with the donation of the Tokyo Asahi Shimbun have been placed on high ground in each

tsunami-affected area to serve as evacuation targets.
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