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Unrevealed aspects of the Spanish Flu Infection in Iwate prefecture
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Abstract

The Spanish flu, which occurred in 1918 and infected hundreds of millions of people worldwide, was one of the

worst pandemics in history. Nevertheless, it can hardly say that there is enough accumulation of studies for this matter

in the historical science field. This study examined the Spanish flu situation in Iwate prefecture, Japan. The infection

spread in Iwate was determined based on more than 100 articles in the “Iwate Nippou” local paper and newly found

documents on school hygiene in the Iwate Prefectural Archives. Finally, based on the stone monument built in 1918

to pray for early resolution of infections, the mentality of the people at that time was considered.
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